






that included Bob Moore, Jerry Wooldridge, Alan Millward 
and Ray Spence, he deserved to be in that company. 

He laughed his head off when he saw me in a suit !  He used 
to love a good joke and we both rallied at the chance to tear 
into ‘phoney’ images and he was full of great stories. Graham 
was not your average club member, he was more than 
that, he stood out - was affectionately known as ‘whiskers’ 
because of that well-groomed facial hair.  Beyond that he 
was always approachable, always held an opinion and would 
always engage with you after you’d given a talk. Photography 
has thrown up some real characters in the years I’ve been 
involved with it, none more so than Graham ‘Whiskers’ 
Hodgkiss. Certainly we’ll all miss him, not just in the Midlands, 
but countrywide and his photography will be missed on the 
exhibition walls, and sadly we’ll never hear those dulcet 
‘Brummy’ tones again.

Leigh Preston

Graham Hodgkiss was a one-off!
He was the sort of guy who is the backbone of organised 
club photography. Without the dedication of members 
like Graham, club photography would disintegrate. 
I first met Graham many years ago when he was an 
active member of Aston & Erdington P.S. We became 

friends. Graham was always ready to get involved with 
the nitty gritty of club photography. Never short of an 
opinion he would try his hand at anything including the 
difficult job of Chairing the Midland Salon of Photography.  
Along with several other prominent Midland photographers 
he helped create ‘Midland Dimension’ in the 1980’s, a group 
of like-minded Midland photographers who were ahead of 
their time. 
He was awarded his MPAGB with a panel of traditional and 
creative prints and was, quite rightly, extremely proud of his 
achievement.
Graham was a leading light in Midland photography, he’ll will 
be sorely missed. 
I have no greater tribute than to say he was a mate.
I’ll miss him, his deep booming voice and his enthusiasm.

Bob Moore

I first got to know Graham back in the early 80’s when he 
helped me with my LRPS print panel when he lived in 
Solihull, glad to say he and Lou Bergonzi did a great job and I 
managed to get my first photographic set of letters. His time 
and expertise taught me a lot, thank you Graham. He was a 
great character, full of fun and life, his print talks will live in 

my memory.
One time Graham was booked into Cannock to give us a talk 
when he got delayed by work commitments and traffic on 
the M6.Thinking he would be late at the club he drove on the 
hard shoulder to the exit, only problem he was spotted and 
got fined !!!! But there is no way Graham would have any 
money from CPS, what a star that man was and will be sadly 
missed by all at CPS plus all of the clubs in the MCPF.
Last time Graham judged for Cannock PS was in the annual 
Staffordshire 13 way print comp in 2016 even though he was 
not a well man and had to use a portable oxygen tank to 
allow him to talk. What a job he did for the 100 or so fellow 
photographers present on the night to see a master judge at 
work, giving a first class judgement that went down well even 
with the clubs who did not do well - the mark of a special 
judge.

John Cartlidge EFIAP/p  APAGB  BPE5 

As friends we go back to the early eighties, both being 
members of A & E and serving on committee, and both 
being Presidents, and Dinah & I and Graham being made Life 
Members of the society.
As members we used to have many group visits to North 
Wales, Blackpool and Whitby.  We always had great fun and 
a lot of leg pulling!
We will always remember his points of view and when I 
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“He was in many ways ‘louder’ than 
life, so much so that if he lecturing in 
Solihull you could actually hear him in 

Hall Green!”  Leigh Preston 



started out in photography I respected his wisdom .
I am sure it will be a big turn out for “ Whiskers “ as Bob 
Moore called him and we wish him a great send-off!

John & Dinah Hartshorne

John Kellett recalls some of Graham’s sense of humour,
“I recall Graham relating the story of his involvement with an 
exhibition in which one of Alan Millward’s prints had been 
accepted.
Alan searched the exhibition looking for his print.
Finally he asked Graham where it was. 
Graham replied that clearly Alan hadn’t gone to the loo yet. 
Well there were a lot of prints to display and space was a little 
short.

When asked at a lecture did Graham use a tripod for his 
landscapes -
Graham replied ‘yes’ but not to put the camera on but as 
something to help him climb back up with his hip.

In the mid 1970s he was  ‘Mr A&E’ and issued visas for 
photographers wishing to visit ‘their land’ at Cwmorthin.

Some years ago, Jill and I were away for a long weekend 
with Smethwick PS at the Worms Head Hotel on the Gower 
Peninsula.  We were walking back to the hotel for dinner and 
were surprised to see Graham heading towards us at a rate 
of knots.  “You’re going the wrong way!  You’ll miss dinner!” I 
called as he powered past.  “Yes,” was his rejoinder, “but look 
at that light!”  He disappeared towards the Worms Head and 
the prints that he made have ended his print presentations 
for several years.  Better than dinner, eh?

Peter Young
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We used to have an inter club with Wrekin Arts and Graham 
used to wind them up by calling them Country Bumpkins.  So 
one year they came dressed as farmers and bought a duck 
with them 

The inter club with Dudley camera club Graham would talk 
them into buying a barrel of beer.  Graham usually tried to 
drink the most!!

When we went out on one of our trips Wales he talked a 
member into buying bottle of whisky at the pub. But Graham 
had got there first and made sure that the landlord said he 
only had an extra large bottle. The person buying ended up 
paying £40 for the whisky But see the funny side and joined 
in with the joke.

Graham did not drive on our Wales weekends, and made 
sure we all put our cameras in the boot, however, he kept his 
handy and would jump out take his picture before we could 
get ours out.

During a wet week end in Wales Graham crossed a stream, the 
person following had not seen how Graham had crossed and 
asked if it was OK to jump across.  “Yes” Graham answered.  
So he jumped and finished up to his waist in mud.  I had never 
before heard this person swear, I have now.

When in group walking, one of the party shouted he was 
falling.  Graham in his normal way just shouted “quick throw 
me your cameras!!”  The cameras were saved.

Recollections from Bob Mason

The following is an extraction from an conversation between 
two founder members of A&E, Graham Pearson (GP) and 
Graham (EH). This first appeared in the MCPF’s Spotlight 

What’s Your Excuse

Graham when President of Aston and Erdington PS with 
Phil Swain then President of the MCPFSpotlight March 1986

magazine in April 1988.
GP - Pictures and picture styles change over the years ... what 
was your first really successful picture and can you describe 
it?
EH - I started off as most people do in camera clubs because 
I had no darkroom facilities, doing transparencies and I used 

to do quite well in exhibitions... I got so much pleasure out 
doing that first print that I was struck and it had got to be 
monochrome printing for me...”

EH - My first print that I got into an exhibition was “Slate 
Abode” and is quite an old picture, but if  you were to ask me 
which print put Graham Hodgkiss on the road to being a more 
well known photographer, there is no doubt that it would be 
the silly picture that didn’t even need a camera called “Black 
and White Elephants”.....

GP - You mentioned that you started by doing colour slides, 
I know you do colour prints but mostly monochrome, is this 
your favourite medium?
EH- Yes by far, I can create mood, atmosphere and aggression 
and sometimes when I am in the darkroom I feel all those 
things....If I want an angry sky I can produce all the things I 
need.

GP - Do you think modern automatic cameras prevent 
photographers thinking as much as they should do when 
taking pictures?
EH - ...if I want to create anything I dictate to the camera what 
I want it to do.... he should put onto his film exactly what he 
wants on it.

“We always had great fun and a lot of leg 
pulling!” John and Dinah Hartshorne

What is It?



Photography by:
Bob Moore FRPS 
Dennis Worrall FRPS 
Alan Millward FRPS 
Ron Edwards FRPS 
Jerry Woolridge FRPS 
Lew Bargonzi ARPS 
Graham Hodgkiss FRPS 
Ray Spence ARPS

The Midland Dimension is a touring exhibition of prints.  
The exhibition was conceived with the idea of presenting 
the work of photographers in a more professional way 
and to show work to its best advantage.  All the prints 
are mounted, glazed and framed in the same fashion 
to present a unity throughout the exhibition.

Spotlight July 1985



‘I first met Graham at A&EPS probably about 8 years ago. It 
was the first night I had attended any sort of camera club and 
I was very nervous, when Graham came over and greeted me.  
He gave me such a warm welcome and explained that he was 
presenting some of his images that night.  I sat there amazed 
by the variety and quality of his work and wished I could get 
to that level.  ...he gave me a lot of encouragement to learn 
my craft and above all take images that I like.
I wanted to thank him for all his encouragement and explain 
that was the reason I continued to come to club.  As it 
happens that particular evening he had just won his favourite 
trophy at AEPS, but he said ‘what you’ve just said is more 
important to me than this (putting down his trophy and 
giving me a hug)’. Over the years we had our differences but 
always remained friends.  Graham kind of started my club 
photography journey, I’ve not always picked the best path to 
be on (I can imagine his comments to that), but because of 
him and his images at that first lecture I pursued the hobby 
and now have my BPE1 and my AFIAP.” 

Kylie-Ann Martin. AFIAP, BPE1

GP - Which would you say is your most favourite aspect of 
photography?
EH-  A very difficult question to that, because when I am 
doing any of them that is the most important thing.  I enjoy 
all of it  really and I suppose going out with my own prints 
and being a light entertainer.   judging because I look at other 
people’s work...

GP - .. Have you any particular mountains you want to climb 
in photography?
EH - I would like to continue putting as much back into my 
hobby as I take out and I think providing I can continue to 
that over the next I don’t know how many year’s I think that 
would be enough for Graham Hodgkiss really.  

Graham continued exhibiting, lecturing and judging until 
June 2017.

“Graham always came to Blythe Bridge with a mountain of 
prints and the same enthusiasm, with advice on techniques 
and composition, he will be missed by all.”

Blythe Bridge CC
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The Look
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Edward Henry Graham Hodgkiss


